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The elephant crisis: problems and solutions according to Buddhism
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Abstract

The global crisis caused by the coronavirus epidemic (COVID-19) has had a
significant impact on Thailand's tourism industry. Specifically, the life and health of Thai
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elephants have reached a critical stage due to the many tourism businesses which face
increased worker layoffs or have permanently shut down. Without the income from
tourism, elephants lack sufficient care and food resources to survive and thrive. They
are currently being evacuated from Thai elephant camps to neighboring countries.
However, these animals are a Thai national treasure and it is important to treat them
with respect and to lessen their suffering. Through acts of kindness, many Buddhists
throughout the country are helping to raise awareness of this problem and to help
elephants in need.
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